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fact these things do not make the slightest difference in the determination of
the Commission and of every member of the Commission to finish our task and
nothing that has happened will affect or deflect the completion of our duty or
the character of our report in the slightest degree.'
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald expressed his sincerest thanks to Sir John Simon.
No member of the House knew more intimately all ideas, tendencies and delica-
cies that had to be faced during the last few weeks regarding the Indian situation.
The Prime Minister sai 1 the declaration of the Viceroy was required because
after 1919 propaganda had been started askin g Indian people to believe that the
British Government had departed from its policy,
Mr. MACDONALD justified the publication of the Declaration and said that
the Government had come to the decision that it would not be inexpedient to
publish it, that it would not harm the Simon Commission and that it would be
beneficial from the point of view of Indian public opinion. They stood by that
decision. He hoped the House would allow the authorities in India to handle the
situation created and in no way hamper them in the difficult task they were now
facing.
The motion was then withdrawn.
Mr* Brockway's Motion on Dominions Status.
In the House of Commons on the 18TH DECEMBER 1929 Mr. Fenner Brockway
moved that " the House welcomes the evidence of co-operation of Indian representatives
in the settlement of the constitutional question and relies on the Government of India
to encourage the goodwill by the sympathetic conduct of its administrative and executive
functions, particularly in relation to the expression of political opinion.1'
Mr. Fenner-Brockway, proposing his motion, expressed the opinion that the situation
in India was serious, but, as the result of the recent policy, there was evidence that re-
presentative Indian opinion was seeking to co-operate. Mr. Brockway was of opinion that
the three essentials of whole-hearted co-operation were :—
 (1)	Indian representation at the Round Table Conference should be really reflective of
Indian opinion,
 (2)	The  Bill to be  discussed  at the Conference should embody the principle of Domi-
nion status, though  Mr.   Brockway did  not suggest that   the transition to it wonld be
possible in a few months or a year, but it should be a progressive and automatic advance
rendering further commissions of inquiry unnecessary and
 (3)	The  political  persecution carried on during the last two years should be definitely
ended.
Mr, Brockway urged the limitation of the prosecution to cases of violence or incite-
ment to violence and a review of the cases of those now imprisoned.
Mr. Harrabin, seconding, advocated some unmistakable gesture symbolising the new
spirit to which the Viceroy was pledged.
Mr, Howard Bury pointed  out that the promise made, in 1917 and amplified in 1919
must be carried out.   He emphasised  the value of  a feeling  of conciliation in
said a general amnesty would be very dangerous.
Major Graham  Pole,  in  a maiden speech, declared  that there had been' a
change of feeling in India following the Viceroy's statement,   Mr. Benn and  the Viceroy
had done a tremenaous thing for India and for peace.
Mr. Thurtle declared that if Mr. Benn released every political prisoner possible there
would be such response from India that the Hational Congress would send representatives
to the Conference.
Sir Samuel Ho ARE said when .he heard that there was going to be a debate on India
he was afraid that they would have a second debate of the type that took place in the
House some weeks ago. It left an unpleasant impression upon him that, for the first
time for several years, tbe unity of the party front towards Indian questions had been
momentarily broken up. He hoped and believed that the debate of this evening wae

